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Abstract: There occurred in the twentieth century the most remarkable
episode in the history of human thought. A number of thinkers denied the
existence of something we know with certainty to exist: consciousness,
conscious experience: the subjective qualitative or phenomenological
character or being of experiences: the experiential ‘what-it’s-likeness’ of
experiences: experience, as I'll call it. Others held back from the Denial, as
I'll call it, but claimed that it might be true—a claim no less remarkable than
the Denial. | want to document some aspects of this episode, with
particular reference to the rise of philosophical behaviourism, and the
transformation of materialism from a consciousness affirming-view into a
consciousness-denying view. [Some of the material appeared recently in
the Times Literary Supplement but the talk is more academic and
philosophical.]
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