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Professor Chris Smout is Scotland's most celebrated historian, and Historiographer
Royal. He first taught in Scotland in 1959 when he joined the newly-formed department
of Economic History at Edinburgh as assistant lecturer. He remained there, eventually
becoming Professor of Economic History, until 1980, when he moved to the chair of
Scottish History at St Andrews, starting a new department. He retired from teaching in
2000. His best known contributions have been to social history, notably The History of
the Scottish People (1969) and The Century of the Scottish People (1986). He has also
written extensively on demographic history and many aspects of economic history. Since
the mid-1990s, he has developed the new discipline of environmental history in
Scotland, giving the Ford Lectures in Oxford in 1999, published under the title of
Nature Contested, Environmental History in Scotland and Northern England since
1600. His most recent publications in this field have been in woodland history. He
served for 14 years on the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments
of Scotland, and he has been a member of the Royal Commission on Historical
Manuscripts, of the Trustees of the National Museums of Scotland and of the board of
Scottish Natural Heritage, where he was deputy chairman. He has lectured in China,
Japan, USA, Canada and Australia.
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